CHAPTER  II

Materials for the Life of Shakespeare

To those who have not studied Elizabethan records it
seems surprising and mysterious that there should be a
dearth of intimate Information about Shakespeare: so
famous an Englishman, and such an unsatisfactory bio-
graphy. Yet there is no mystery, for even in the lives of
the greatest and most spectacular persons of the time
there are many gaps. No one yet knows, nor ever will
know, the private life of Queen Elizabeth herself: and
even such details as the date and place of the marriage of
the Earl of Essex or of Sir Walter Raleigh are unknown,
Nowadays it is easy to compile the biography of a
modern dramatist* The essential facts of his life, hfe
birth, his progress at school, at the university, and else-
where, his marriage, and his death, are available in public
records. "While he is alive various details of his biography
will be given in Who's Who. His plays, as they come out,
are noticed in newspapers and periodicals, and a little
research in the files of old newspapers will show when the
run of any particular play began and ended. Probably he
will have given interviews, and when he dies journalists
and critics hasten to write obituary notices and to record
their impressions of his personality. He will certainly
have written Ietters3 which will be carefully kept, for the
letters of eminent authors are commercially valuable.